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Thus laboriously does his nephew extenuate what cannot
be denied, and what might be confessed without disgrace.
Milton was not a man who could become mean by a mean
employment. This, however, his warmest friends seem not
to have found; they therefore shift and palliate. He did not 5
sell literature to all comers at an open shop; he was a
chamber-milliner, and measured his commodities only to his
friends.
Phillips, evidently impatient of viewing him in this state of
degradation, tells us that it was not long continued; and, to I0
raise his character again, has a mind to invest him with
military splendour : ' He is much mistaken/ he says,' if there
was not about this time a design of making him an ad-
jutant-general in Sir William Waller's army. But the new-
modelling of the army proved an obstruction to the design/ 15
An event cannot be set at a much greater distance than by
having been only ' designed, about some time/ if a man ' be
not much mistaken.' Milton shall be a pedagogue no longer;
for, if Phillips be not much mistaken, somebody at some time
designed him for a soldier.                                 *                    20
About the time that the army was new-modelled (1645),
he removed to a smaller house in Holborn, which opened
backward into Lincoln's Inn Fields. He is not known to
have published anything afterwards till the king's death,
when, finding his murderers condemned by the Presby-25
terians, he wrote a treatise to justify it, * and to compose the
minds of the people.7
He made some remarks on the Articles of Peace between
Ormond and the Irish rebels. While he contented himself
to write, he perhaps did only what his conscience dictated; 30
and if he did not very vigilantly watch the influence of his
own passions, and the gradual prevalence of opinions, first
willingly admitted, and then habitually indulged; if objections,
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